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LEGEND
⊗ Refers to exclusive answer setting on survey platform.

INFORMED CONSENT FORM

This research is being conducted to evaluate the impact of textbook costs on the student experience and what qualities students want to see in their course materials. If you agree to participate and are 18 years of age or older, you will be asked to complete a brief online survey. The survey will take approximately 10 minutes to complete. There are no foreseeable risks for participating in this research. Respondents can choose to be entered into a random drawing for five $100 Amazon gift cards and 180 $25 Amazon gift cards. There is no link between your answers and the information form to enter the drawing.     

The data in this study will be confidential, and your participation is voluntary. All responses are anonymous, and no names or other identifiers will be placed on the research data. The anonymous data could be used for future research without additional consent from participants. The Institutional Review Board (IRB) committee that monitors research on human subjects may inspect study records during internal auditing procedures and are required to keep all information confidential. While it is understood that no computer transmission can be perfectly secure, reasonable efforts will be made to protect the confidentiality of your transmission.     

This research is being conducted by the Virginia Course Materials Survey Task Force. The Principal Investigator is [INSERT PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR NAME AND TITLE]. She/he/they may be reached at [INSERT PHONE NUMBER AND EMAIL HERE] for questions or to report a research-related problem. You may contact the [INSERT IRB CONTACT INFORMATION HERE] if you have questions or comments regarding your rights as a participant in the research. Please reference IRBNet number: [INSERT IRBNET NUMBER HERE].     

This research has been reviewed according to George Mason University procedures governing your participation in this research. The consent form may be downloaded here.     

By clicking the button below to take the survey, you confirm that you have read this form, all of your questions have been answered by the research staff, you are 18 years of age or older, and you agree to participate in this study.              


Academic Level, Course Completion, and Spend

What degree or award are you currently pursuing:
Associate
Bachelor’s
Master’s 
Doctorate
Non-degree seeking  
Certificate or Diploma  
Other (please specify in the box below):  ________________________________________________

Display This Question:
If What degree or award are you currently pursuing: = Associate

Approximately how many credit hours have you completed?
Less than 30 credit hours completed  
More than 30 credit hours completed  
I don’t know 

Display This Question:
If What degree or award are you currently pursuing: = Bachelor’s

What is your current academic level?
Freshman (usually 0-30 credit hours completed)
Sophomore (usually 31-60 credit hours completed) 
Junior (usually 61-90 credit hours completed)
Senior (usually 91-120 credit hours completed)
I don’t know

During the current semester or quarter, how many courses are you taking? 
1  
2 
3  
4  
5  
6   
7 

During the current semester or quarter, how many courses required you to buy course materials (e.g. textbooks, access codes, courseware, online subscriptions)?
0  
1  
2  
3  
4  
5  
6  
7  


Display This Question:
If During the current semester or quarter, how many courses required you to buy course materials (e.... != 0
For how many of these courses did you actually buy (as opposed to rent) all of the required course materials? 
0  
1  
2  
3  
4  
5  
6  
7   

Display This Question:
If For how many of these courses did you actually buy (as opposed to rent) all of the required cours... != 0
And During the current semester or quarter, how many courses required you to buy course materials (e.... != 0

About how much did you spend on course materials, whether purchased, leased, or rented, during this semester? A guess is OK.
$0   
$1-100  
$101-200  
$201-300  
$301-400  
$401-500  
$501-600  
$601 or more  

How worried were you about meeting your course material costs this semester?
Not at all worried  
Slightly worried  
Moderately worried   
Extremely worried 

Impact of Course Material Costs

In your academic career, has the cost of required course materials caused you to:
	
	Never
	Seldom
	Occasionally
	Frequently

	Take fewer courses 
	
	
	
	

	Not register for a specific course 
	
	
	
	

	Drop a course   
	
	
	
	

	Withdraw from a course 
	
	
	
	

	Earn a poor grade because you could not afford to buy the textbook 
	
	
	
	

	Fail a course because you could not afford to buy the textbook 
	
	
	
	

	Not purchase the required textbook 
	
	
	
	

	Other (please describe in the box below): 
	
	
	
	


Display This Question:
If In your academic career, has the cost of required course materials caused you to: = Frequently
Or In your academic career, has the cost of required course materials caused you to: [ Occasionally] (Count) >= 2

Can you please tell us more about how the cost of course materials has influenced your educational progress? 
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
Have any of the following large decisions been based at all on the cost of course materials? Check all that apply.
  Selecting a major
  Selecting a minor  
  Selecting the institution you attend 
  Other (please describe in the box below):  ________________________________________________

What measures have you taken to reduce your required course material costs throughout your college career? Check all that apply.
  ⊗ Do not attempt to reduce costs
  Buy a used copy   
  Buy only the chapters needed for the course  
  Buy a digital version  
  Find a free version online  
  Rent a copy (print or digital) 
  Borrow a copy from the campus library (print or digital)  
  Share materials with classmates  
  Other   

Display This Question:
If What measures have you taken to reduce your required course material costs throughout your colleg... = Other
Please describe the other measure you have taken to reduce course material costs in the box below.
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________










Course Material Features

When you have other options for getting your course materials (like renting), why would you choose to buy them? Check all that apply.
  I can afford to buy them  
  ⊗ I would never buy course materials if another option is available  
  They are required for the course   
  The costs were part of my financial aid package  
  I anticipate I will need them for future use  
  The ability to sell the materials when the course is over  
  They are easier to share with other people  
  Other   

Display This Question:
If When you have other options for getting your course materials (like renting), why would you choos... = Other

Please describe the other reason you would choose to buy your course materials.
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________


Think back to past textbooks and course materials that you have chosen to buy and own instead of borrowing or renting. How important are the following characteristics that made them worthwhile to have?
	
	Not Important
	Important
	Very Important

	Essential to successful completion of the course  
	
	
	

	Actively used throughout the course  
	
	
	

	Affordable or free  
	
	
	

	Easy to access 
	
	
	

	Includes diverse views and experiences 
	
	
	

	Author(s) shared my identities 
	
	
	

	Other (please specify in the box below):  
	
	
	



If the cost is the same, which format do you prefer for your course materials?
Print  
Electronic  
It depends  
No preference  

Display This Question:
If If the cost is the same, which format do you prefer for your course materials? != No preference

Please tell us more about your format preference, including any relevance to accommodations:   
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

Course Materials and Learning

How helpful to your learning are the following course material features? 
	
	Not Helpful
	Helpful 
	Very Helpful
	Not Applicable 

	Ability to access them from anywhere (e.g. offline)  
	
	
	
	

	Effective display via a cell phone or other small device 
	
	
	
	

	Ability to print content or access a print copy  
	
	
	
	

	Lifetime access  
	
	
	
	

	Interactive technology and exercises  
	
	
	
	

	Compatible with assistive technologies 
	
	
	
	

	Other (please specify in the box below): 
	
	
	
	



Do you identify as having a disability as defined by the American Disabilities Act?
Yes  
No   
Prefer not to answer  

Display This Question:
If Do you identify as having a disability as defined by the American Disabilities Act? = Yes
Does your disability affect how you use course materials?
Yes   
No  
Prefer not to answer  























The following questions will help us understand if course material costs impact students differently. Your privacy is deeply important to libraries, and all responses are completely anonymous.

Which race/ethnicity do you identify with? Check all that apply.
  American Indian or Alaskan  
  Asian or Pacific Islander  
  Black  
  Hispanic  
  Multi-Race  
  White  
  Another race or ethnicity not listed here  
  ⊗  Prefer not to answer  

Display This Question:
If Which race/ethnicity do you identify with? Check all that apply. = Another race or ethnicity not listed here

Please specify the race or ethnicity you identify with.
________________________________________________________________

How do you describe your gender identity? Check all that apply.
  Woman  
  Man  
  Nonbinary  
  Another option not listed here  
  ⊗  Prefer not to answer  

Display This Question:
If How do you describe your gender identity? Check all that apply. = Another option not listed here

Please specify your gender identity.
________________________________________________________________

Which of the following sources are you using to fund your education? Check all that apply.
  Pell Grant program  
  GI Bill  
  Other federal grant programs  
  Education loans  
  Work-study program  
  Scholarships   
  Part-time job(s)  
  Full-time job(s)  
  Employer funded  
  Other  

Display This Question:
If Which of the following sources are you using to fund your education? Check all that apply. = Other

Please specify the other source you use to fund your education.
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

Display This Question:
If Which of the following sources are you using to fund your education? Check all that apply. = Part-time job(s)
Or Which of the following sources are you using to fund your education? Check all that apply. = Full-time job(s)

How does your employment affect your academic success? 
Mostly positive  
A mix of positive and negative  
Mostly negative  
Not at all  
I am not sure  
Prefer not to answer  

Do you identify as a First Generation Student, defined here as having no parent or guardian who completed at least an Associate's degree or higher?
Yes  
No  
I don't know  
Prefer not to answer  

Are you currently taking care of children, parents, or other family members?
Yes  
No  
Prefer not to answer  

Do you identify as any of the following? Check all that apply.
  International Student  
  DACA Student  
  Part Time Student  
  Full Time Student   
  ⊗  Prefer not to answer  


How old were you when you started your current academic program? (enter a number in the text box below)
________________________________________________________________

Is there any aspect of your identity that we have not covered in the preceding questions that we may want to consider including in future studies? Please use the space below.
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
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